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The groups of SC24 thus far
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The groups of SC24 thus far
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Magnetogram –SC24-groups

Images: NSO/GONG-Teide
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Max. Sunspot Area and Latitude

•Based on first 20 groups
of SC12, 13, 14, 21, 22
and 23
–Reduced to 9 groups (=

SC24)

•Maximum area
–Mack of really big group

(A > 90MH)

•Latitude
–Normal
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Old versus New, Wolfnumber
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Evolution Wolfnumber during SC-transit

If SC23-24 similar to cycle transits SC12-14, Rmin in April 2009 +/- 6 months (R = 3 +/- 1)

(Jan 2006)
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Old and new cycle groups during
SC-transit

If decrease SC23 similar to cycle decrease SC11-13, Rmin in February 2009 +/- 10 months
If decrease SC23 similar to cycle decrease SC20-22, Rmin in October 2008 +/- 10 months
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Number of spotless days

If SC23-24 similar to cycle transits SC10-15, Rmin in July 2009 +/- 4 months (R0 : 800 +/- 250)
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Years with spotless days since 1849
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Prominencenumber (JJ)
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Compendium of Practical Astronomy:
-Minimum Main zone prominences occurs +/-
1 year before cycle minimum
-Increase Polar zone prominences increases
after sunspot minimum

=> Smoothed cycle minimum not taken
place yet!



Prominences

•Number (per
observation) continues
to decrease
–Especially in northern

main zone

•Percentage increase in
area adjacent to 50°
latitude
–+50° “barrier”
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Polar faculae
Jan Janssens
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Polar faculae
Jan Janssens
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Assuming linear relationship between PFmax
and subsequent Rmax, and no other factors involved,

SC24 amplitude = 85 +/- 25



Questions?
Spike and Suzy
The 24th solar cycle


