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Have great gadget news? 

Subpixel trick covers up dead 
pixels 
Posted Aug 12, 2005, 1:30 PM ET by Ryan Block 
Related entries: Displays 

Using the same kind of visual trickery that 
makes ClearType text looks a little better to 
some (and blurrier, if you ask us), Belgian 
firm Barco has discovered a way to get 
dead pixels on displays (such as LCD, 
plasma, OLED, etc.) to look alive by 
blending them in with nearby subpixels. 
Whereas this probably wouldn’t work at all 
from up close, this could feasibly work 
decently well in the living room when 
you’re not jammed up close to your 
display. Let’s just hope the manufacturers don’t find out about this and start 
lowering QC and sending back out all those reject panels with a few too 
many deadies. [Warning, PDF link] 

[Via Protein Feed] 
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(Add your comments) 

Reader Comments 
1. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 1:57 PM ET by me 

And who was the smart one of not adding a story link? :D 

2. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 2:00 PM ET by yotaku 

If cleartype makes your text blury, then you should tune it for your monitor 
and eyes. Different monitors have different size pixels, (and sometimes 
even color order) and everyone has different sesitivities to different 
wavelengths of light. So you should always tune cleartype for you own use. 
 
http://www.microsoft.com/typography/ClearTypePowerToy.mspx 

3. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 2:06 PM ET by Martin 

So if it is somthing you should "always do," why the hell is it a downolad? 
Shouldn't it be a wizard when you select "cleartype"? 

4. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 2:34 PM ET by sean 

Martin: Everything you do involved with Windows is built-in and doesn't 
require downloading? Awesome. 

5. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 2:56 PM ET by Martin 

If you turn somthing on, you expect it to work. What is the point of having 
an option that doesn't do what it is supposed to until it is configured 
properly, and only being able to configure it through a downloadable tool, 
and not being informed of said tool? I could understand "cleartype" being 
an addon, that you then configure it. But just having it as an option to turn 
on, but no way to make it work without downloading somthing else is is just 
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plain stupid. 

6. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 3:34 PM ET by Cullen 

fucking a martin. cleartype is garbage, the download is stupid, too. i 
honestly dont tihnk it helps at all, seeing as i ahve multiple monitor, and as 
was said, theyre different. but i cant tune it per monitor, so fuck it. looks 
like shit anyways. 

7. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 4:07 PM ET by Ty 

Hmm, wonder if this will work on my PSP...Anyone konw? 

8. Posted Aug 12, 2005, 4:08 PM ET by Ty 

Hmm, wonder if this will work on my PSP...Anyone konw? 

9. Posted Aug 13, 2005, 8:55 AM ET by Maximus Idious 

I call BS on this one, I thought cleartype only do subpixel rendering on 
TEXT not on everything else. 
 
10. Posted Aug 15, 2005, 6:31 AM ET by Damien Guard 

This is a fantastic idea, especially for big panels which often suffer a 
number of dead pixels simply because there are so many more of them to be 
aflicted. 
 
If this means the manufacturer's can use many more panels instead of 
throwing them away then that means much cheaper prices and less factory 
waste... 
 
[)amien 

11. Posted Aug 15, 2005, 2:13 PM ET by Mblogger 

This is nothing new or special. 
 
Tvia has been succesfully doing ths for manufacturers for a year now. 

Add your comments 
Please keep your comments relevant to this blog entry: inappropriate or 
purely promotional comments may be removed. Email addresses are 
required to confirm your comments. To create a live link, simply type the 
URL (including http://) or email address and we will make it a live link for 
you. You can put up to 3 URLs in your comments. Line breaks and 
paragraphs are automatically converted — no need to use <p> or <br> tags. 
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Engadget is part of the Weblogs, Inc. Network — a network of more than 80 blogs. Here are some recent headlines from our
blogs: 

Cinematical 

� Superman Returns -- First Footage Online  
� Kidder becomes US citizen, hates Bush  

� Gervais talks Valiant, other things  
� Craven and crew talk Red-Eye  

� Corpse Bride Flash site sneak preview  

PVR Wire 

� We're No. 338; Now what can we do?
� TiVo to hold conference call next week

� Imagining a TiVo-Akimbo combo
� Playing PC videos on your TiVo

� Nearly half our readers have HDTV
Gadling 

� The very best of Weblogs, Inc for your viewing 
pleasure  

� One Orange in New Zealand  
� Telluride Film Festival  
� Welcome Slashfood  

� Studio 360: On Travel and Airports  

Autoblog 

� The very best of Weblogs, Inc for your viewing pleasure
� Transmission Wars

� Honda’s president talks about V8 engines and fuel cells
� Microsoft patents ‘Phantom Car

� Dodge announces Charger SRT8 pricing

HD Beat The Digital Music Weblog
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� Room to room HDTV with HomePlug AV  
� The SlashFood cafeteria is now open!  

� Multi-room HDTV from DWIN  
� Dell beats Sony...in TVs  

� Will Xbox 360 make the right connection?  

� The very best of Weblogs, Inc for your viewing pleasure
� One Person’s Custom iPod Car Adaptor

� NetEase Joins Baidu In Turning Off MP3 Searches
� Mossberg: Full of Complaints About Subscriptions

� Welcome Slashfood

Card Squad 

� Off topic, but...  
� South Carolina Rounders  

� Logo Wars  
� Crown Casino's Aussie Million  
� Imperial Palace Poker Room  

The Unofficial Apple Weblog

� You got your Python in my Cocoa
� Plasticsmith Tux stands, formal

� Old Mac as a Jukebox
� Apple underwrites Scorsese's Bob Dylan documentary for 

PBS  
� Slashfood: New WIN food blog

TV Squad 

� Ah, so there's still hope for me with Jenny McCarthy 
� Talk Talk: Who's on the late night shows tonight  

� Shocking news: Courtney Love admits using drugs!  
� It's official: Monaco will battle O'Hurley in a dance-

off  
� Stargates, Monks, and Bunnies: What's on tonight  
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� The Couloir
� The very best of Weblogs, Inc for your viewing pleasure
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